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Rescind the May 2, 2026 
Election to Withdraw from 

DART

February 24, 2026



DART Discussion Timeline
d

December 2, 2025
Special meeting on 
DART withdrawal. 

Council votes against 
calling election.

January 6, 2026
Mobility options 

and emerging tech 
reviewed.

January 13, 2026
Council directed 

staff to draft 
election ordinance.

February 3, 2026
Goals outlined in 
letter to DART.

February 10, 2026
Transit landscape 

and options 
reviewed.

January 27, 2026
Election officially 
called by Council.

February 24, 2026
Mayor Arfsten placed this 

item on the agenda to 
consider rescinding the 

election.
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Background

3

DART Board (Feb 10)
• Accepted a proposal for 

presentation to member 
cities.

Dallas City Council (Feb 11)
• Voted to support a revised 

governance model.

RTC (Feb 12)
• Voted to provide $75M 

matching funding to DART 
over 5 years.

• Six cities called special elections in May 2026 to consider leaving DART:

• Addison, Plano, Highland Park, University Park, Farmers Branch, and Irving called elections
• The City of Plano rescinded their election on February 23rd.
• Irving and Farmers Branch will consider rescinding their elections tonight.

• Conversations and negotiations continued amongst DART and Member Cities.

• North Texas Commission and the North Central Texas Council of Governments held multiple meetings with 
Mayors, City Managers, and DART.

• DART Board President has met directly with cities.

• Recent Meetings and Action:



Addison Letter to DART
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Priority in letter What it asks for

1) Funding & service

• Start an initial 25% General Mobility Program (GMP) return.

• Work toward a statutory, permanent 50% contribution-rate reduction.

• Continue core service; opt out of GoLink and DART partially supported circulator.

2) Governance

• Each member city board representative has a full vote.

• Weighted voting floor (≥4% per city) and cap (≤45% any city).

• Balanced representation aligned to funding reality.

3) Current GMP agreement • Revise pending GMP document to align with Addison’s redlined version.

4) Safety & cleanliness
• Increase public safety presence on vehicles, stops, and stations.

• Maintain clean, reliable facilities, and vehicles.



Proposal from DART: General Mobility Plan (GMP)

• Six-Year GMP Program
• Six-year term funding level allocation agreement available to all member cities subject to terms 

of the agreement. 

• FY 2026: 
• 5% of annual FY 2024 sales tax collections. 

• FY26 – FY31 
• Increases by 1% beginning in Year 2, capped at 10% in year 6.
• 1% increases funded ½ by DART and ½ by match of RTC funds.

• Program funds city projects that support local mobility needs.
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Approved DART GMP Language
• Establishes a six-year General Mobility Program (GMP) for DART service-area cities, funded by 

DART plus supplemental RTC funds, with each city’s allocation tied to prior sales tax receipts. 

• Eligible projects must benefit DART’s public transportation system or provide complementary 
transportation services.

• The clawback of previous expenditures resulting from future legislative actions in conflict with the 
agreement has been removed; however, future payments are forfeited in that scenario.

• To encourage cancellation of withdrawal elections, the ILA defines the “Effective Date” as the 
execution date and requires that it be no later than April 30, 2026. 
o Therefore, as written, if Addison proceeds with the May election and voters choose to remain in 

DART, Addison would not be eligible to participate in the GMP. 
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DART GMP Funding to Addison
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• Funding for transportation purposes only.

• Previous GMP ILA offered Addison $2.9M in FY26.

FY26 FY27 FY28 FY29 FY30 FY31



DART GMP Proposal – All Member Cities
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Governance
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DART Long-Range Proposal
• DART has also referenced potential future steps:

• Independent Rail Management Authority.
• Transfer commuter rail system (TRE and Silver Line) to a new, independent 

management authority.
• Consistent with RTC Transit 2.0 Subcommittee recommendations.
• Savings resulting from the transfer could be applied to the GMP 

program.
• Would require legislative action.

• New vehicle registration fees.
• New fees sent to regional mobility authorities.

• Would generate new revenue from all regional beneficiaries of transit 
investments.

• Full implementation would require legislative action.
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Next Steps
• If Council rescinds the election to withdraw from DART:

• Cancel the RFP for Transit Services.
• Bring back an ILA that approves the revised General Mobility Plan with DART.
• Consider a Resolution supporting the proposed Governance structure.

• If Council proceeds with the withdrawal election:
• March 10, 2026 - Vendor Review: Vendor presentations based on Council 

direction including possible tours of transit options in other cities. 
• March 24, 2026 – Enter into an agreement for mobility services contingent on 

election results.
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Questions
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