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DART Membership

December 2, 2025 

City Council Meeting



Discussion Purpose

• Addison has been a member city of Dallas Area Rapid Transit (DART) since its creation in 

1983.

• Addison contributes a one-cent sales and use tax to DART.

o From 1984 to 2025, Addison has contributed over $400.5 million to DART. 

o Last year, in FY2025, Addison contributed $17.6 million to DART.

o Town’s contribution is greater than service value received.

• Four cities (Plano, Highland Park, Farmers Branch, and Irving) have called elections in May 

2026 to consider leaving DART.

o According to an EY report analyzing FY 2023, these four (4) cities’ sales tax contributions 

equal $242.4M amounting to 29.1% of the total sales tax collected by DART.

o If those elections are successful, the remaining costs and certain service reductions 

would be borne by the remaining cities.
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Outline

1. DART Services in Addison

• Transit Modes

• Independent Analysis and Service Value to Addison

• Timeline / Ongoing Discussions with DART

2. Sales Tax

• Sales Tax in Addison

• Local Option Sales Tax

3. Withdrawal Election Process

• Calling an Election

• After the Election and Withdrawal Obligation

• Goals for DART

• Next Steps
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DART Services in 

Addison
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DART Services in Addison

• Addison Transit Center

o Served by 12 bus routes and anchors 

one GoLink zone (Keller Springs)

• 1,800 boardings each weekday

• 50,000+ boardings monthly

• Includes bus transfers at the 
Transit Center

• Bus Routes including:

o Route 235

o Route 239 (Dallas-Addison-Legacy)

o Route 305 – Express Bus, Addison 
Transit Center to Downtown Dallas 

(Will be discontinued January 2026)
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DART System Map Link

https://dartorgcmsblob.dart.org/prod/docs/default-source/dart-maps/l3_276-5898-0825-gopass-fy25---maps-update---updated-system-map.webp?sfvrsn=babb88f4_11


DART Services in Addison

• Rail

o Silver Line recently opened in October 

2025 with a station in Addison

• GoLink / Circulator

o Currently, no GoLink zone serving all of 

Addison.

o In Nov. 2024, Town staff reached out to 

request additional services.

o In FY2026 Budget, DART approved 

funding for additional services for Addison.

• Funding for an Addison GoLink zone was 

approved. Preliminary communication 

from DART that the zone should be 

operational April 2026. Provides for travel 

within Addison zone only. 

• Partial funding (50%) approved for a 

circulator concept, if Town funds other 

half. 6

DART Rail System Map

https://www.dart.org/docs/default-source/dart-maps/l5c_121-5593-0725-silver-line-fy25---customer-information-signage---rail-map-rail-interior_digital.pdf


Service Value to Addison
• Member cities requested additional information 

regarding DART’s level of annual expenditures 

within each city (2022 / 2023)

• DART engaged EY to perform an independent 

cost allocation analysis which accounted for 

regional benefits of the system while identifying 

expenditures & revenues allocated to each city 

(2023 / 2024)

• Addison identified as a “donor” city 

contributing more than the Town’s investment

According to the report, in FY23, the Town 

contributed $16.3 million, while only $9.5 million 

was spent in Addison.

• Due to allocation methodology for bus service in 

the report, the bus service value attributed to 

Addison is likely overstated. 7



Service Value to Addison

According to the report, in FY 2023, 

DART’s total operating costs were 

$638M of which $8.5M was spent in 

Addison
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DART 

FY2023

Total 

Operating 

Cost

Spent in 

Addison

Bus Service $304.1M $7.3M

Paratransit $35.7M $100k

System Admin $58.6M $1.1M

Light Rail 

Service

$189.4M $0

GoLink $14.9M $0

Commuter Rail 

/ Streetcar

$35.3M $0

Of $7.3M of Bus Service, the allocation factors used 

are likely not reflective of value to Addison

• Includes data from the Addison Transit Center

• Bus Boardings based on location of boarding (including 

transfers at Addison Transit Center) rather than destination 



Service Value to Addison
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Service Value to Addison
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Timeline / Ongoing Discussions

• 2025 - Member Cities have continued to engage DART on discussions regarding governance 

and alternatives for contribution models.

• January 2025 - Legislation introduced in 89th State Legislative Session to address.

o HB 3187 / SB 1557 – annual rebate of up to 25% of sales tax to each jurisdiction for use on eligible 

projects.

o HB 5049 / SB 2118 – DART Board make-up change to allow one vote for each city, except City of Dallas is 

entitled to 3 votes.

• February 2025 - With introduced legislation, DART asked cities to engage in collaborative 

discussions to resolve and to create a model to provide funding back to donor cities rather 

than through state legislation. 

o Addison passed a resolution of support for continued full funding and working collaboratively with DART, 
neighboring cities, and regional partners to advocate for sustainable, equitable, and accessible 

transit solutions that benefit all residents of the North Texas region.
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Timeline / Ongoing Discussions

• March 2025 - DART approved creation of a General Mobility Program (GMP) “in response to 

demands by certain member cities and to avoid proposed state legislation.”

o Program would reallocate 5% of DART’s annual sales tax revenue to seven (7) donor cities as 

identified in the EY Cost Allocation Study: Addison, Carrollton, Farmers Branch, Highland Park, 

Richardson, Plano, and University Park.

• July 2025 – DART notifies donor cities that to receive funds from the GMP, the City Council would 

need to pass a resolution and agreement committing to not seek further efforts or actions for 

legislation that would reduce or divert any portion of DART’s voter-approved one-cent sales tax.

o Agreement would require reimbursement of any funds to DART if legislation passes that results in the 

redirection or reduction of any portion of DART’s voter approved one cent sales tax.

o Effectively, binding future Councils and any policy or advocacy actions by a donor city indefinitely. 

o Staff and Legal would not advise to approve the GMP as written and have made our concerns 

known to DART.
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Sales Tax
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Sales Tax in Addison
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Last year, in FY2025, 

Addison’s one-cent 

contribution to DART 

totaled $17.6 million.

From 1984 to 2025, 

Addison has contributed 

over $400.5 million to 

DART. 
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General Fund Expenses by Type

This chart shows 

the annual operating 

expenses in the 

Town’s General 

Fund by 

department.

The Town’s annual 

contribution to 

DART represents 

more than any 

department, 

including the 

Addison Police 

Department.



Local Option Sales Tax

A city that is not a member city with DART, or withdraws from DART, is eligible to utilize the 

1% sales tax as a local option sales tax.

Below are some examples of what local options sales taxes can fund:

• Economic Development (4A and/or 4B Corporation)

• Alternative Transportation Solutions

• Police and Fire (Crime Control District/Fire Control District)

• Parks/Recreation/Trail Uses (4B Corporation)

• Street Maintenance

• Property Tax Relief

For Addison, uses other than transportation would provide some type property tax relief as 

they replace property tax funding for services currently funded by the General Fund.

• In 2025, Addison collected over $17 million in sales taxes.

• $17 million is approximately 25 cents on the property tax rate.
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Withdrawal Election 

Process
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Calling an Election to Withdraw

• Per State law (Chapter 452-Subchapter Q of the Texas Transportation Code), a Member City has 

the right to withdraw from DART, but only once every six years.

o 2026 is an eligible “out” year for DART member cities.  

• Member cities may consider adding the question of DART withdrawal to the voters in 2026. 

o For the May 2026 election, a city must pass an ordinance calling for a withdrawal election by 

February 13, 2026. 

o Once a city passes the ordinance, the Secretary of State, Comptroller, and DART must be 

immediately notified (certified mail sent the next day). 

o A city that has passed an ordinance to call a withdrawal election may choose to rescind it any 

time before 45 days before the election. 
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After the Election

• If a withdrawal election is successful, all DART service stops the day after. 

• The DART Board calculates the amount owed by the city at the time of the election. 

o The calculation is found in Chapter 452 of the Texas Transportation Code 

o DART projected this calculation for each city in 2024 – see next slide with Addison’s 

repayment estimated to be 3 years. 

• The city’s sales tax is committed to DART until the amount owed is satisfied.

o Once the outstanding obligation is paid, the city can take the full one cent to a vote of the 

citizens for any use allowable by law (streets, economic development, property tax relief, 

public safety, etc.).

• Withdrawal does not affect DART’s right to travel through a withdrawing member city.  
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Withdrawal Obligation
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Here is the prior information provided by DART for all Member Cities for FY2024.



Withdrawal Obligation
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• Town staff used the latest financial information provided by DART's 06/30/2025 interim 

financial reports to replicate DART’s calculation provided in the previous slide for FY2024.

• Based on this calculation from DART and latest financial information, staff preliminarily 

estimates that Addison would repay its portion and withdrawal obligation in 2.88 years.



Goals for DART

• Create a financial model to support the growing and evolving region.

o Make it financially attractive for other cities to join to have a true regional system.

o Cost borne by member cities should be lower to allow them to be financially competitive with 

non-member cities in the area. 

• Create an adaptable, scalable model. 

o Developing a model for cities to select, choose, and pay for service based upon transit mode 

would help to achieve these goals.

• Reimagine the governance model created in 1983 (42+ years old).

o Each member city would have a member on the DART Board entitled to a weighted vote.

• Find innovative solutions to mobility needs.

o Leverage technology and private-partnership solutions. 

o Enhance data and performance metrics to monitor and adapt services. 
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Next Steps

• A withdrawal election may be called once every 6 years by member cities of DART. 2026 is an 

eligible year. 

• For the May 2026 election, a city must pass an ordinance calling for a withdrawal election by 

February 13, 2026. 

• If a withdrawal election is called,

o Town would continue to work with DART on potential solutions that advance the goals. 

o Should a withdrawal election be successful, the Town is prepared to have alternate transit 

solutions in place.

• Staff has begun to have initial discussions with providers and could explore these 

options further, as well as partnering with DART or other transit agencies for specific 

transit modes.
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Questions
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