
Legislative Priorities 
Discussion
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88th Texas Legislature

• Session opens on January 10, 2023
• Lasts for 140 Days 
• 2-Year Cycle
• Approximately 7,000 bills filed in a typical session

• Council adopts a Resolution to Support / Oppose 
Legislation on key topics.

• Staff communicates these to Addison’s Representatives.
• Staff monitors bills and will follow up with Representatives 

to convey Council’s Legislative Priorities.
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Session Outlook
Governor Abbott and Lieutenant Governor Patrick 
were re-elected.

The Speaker of the House is determined by a vote 
of the House.  

Republicans retained a solid majority in both 
chambers.

The agenda regarding local government will mirror 
recent sessions and likely include bills that:

• Reduces municipal authority / local control.
• Impact local control for property tax 

decisions and appraisals.
• Impact local control on debt issuance.  
• Impact economic development. 
• Limit or prohibit municipal officials from 

communicating with legislators.  
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Draft Resolution
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Oppose legislation that would erode municipal authority in 
any way, would impose an unfunded mandate, or would 
otherwise be detrimental to cities. 

Oppose legislation that would provide for state preemption 
of municipal authority in general. 

Oppose legislation that would require candidates for city 
office to declare party affiliation to run for office. 

Oppose legislation that would limit or prohibit the authority 
of city officials to use municipal funds to communicate with 
legislators; or limit or prohibit the authority of the Texas 
Municipal League to use any revenue, however derived, to 
communicate with legislators. 



Draft Resolution (continued)

Support local responsibility for property taxation decisions and appraisals. 

• Oppose legislation that would impose a revenue and/or tax rate cap of any type or place 
limitations on overall city expenditures. 

• Oppose legislation that would erode the ability of a city to issue debt. 

• Oppose any legislation that would limit local governments from adopting budgets that they deem 
appropriate for their respective communities or that would require voter approval for increases in 
expenditures. 

• Oppose state or federal legislation that would erode the authority of a city to be adequately 
compensated for the use of its rights-of-way and/or erode municipal authority over the 
management and controls of rights-of-way. 
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Draft Resolution (continued)
Economic Development 
•Support legislation that helps Texas remain competitive by continuing the use of all economic 
development tools that incentivize growth and promote the recruitment of larger employers. Job creating 
programs begin by reducing regulatory barriers for business. Our economic growth relies on a stable, 
predictable, and business-friendly regulatory environment.

Sales Tax 
• Oppose legislation or Comptroller rules that change the sales tax origination definitions. 

Regulation of Development 
• Oppose legislation that would erode municipal authority related to development matters, including with 
respect to the following issues: (1) annexation, (2) eminent domain, (3) zoning, (4) regulatory takings, 
(5) building codes, (6) tree preservation, (7) short-term rentals. 

Transportation 
• Support legislation that would: (1) allow for greater flexibility by cities to fund local transportation 
projects; (2) amend or otherwise modify state law to help cities fund transportation projects; or (3) 
provide cities with additional funding options and resources to address transportation needs that the 
state and federal governments are unable or unwilling to address. 
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Draft Resolution (continued)

Are there any items that Council would like to remove?

Are there any items that Council would like to add?

Are there any items that Council would like to reword?  

Are there any other questions or concerns?  

Staff plans to bring the Resolution for Council at the first meeting in January 2023.
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